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THE PANTON, LESLIE PAPERS
Letters of Edmund Doyle to John Innerarity
Prospect Bluff Appala 16 July 1814
John Innerarity Esqr
Dear sir
Some days ago a lott of cattle consisting of 204
head was started for Pensacola by Mr. Hambly and
I, our joint property, the greater part of which we
are indebted the indians, when they were sent off
I expected to accompany them to Pensacola or at
least to be there before their arrival, but am prevented by orders from Mr. Woodbine the British
agent resident here, owing to late accounts verbal
and written which he received from Pensacola - I
will therefore request you will be pleased to order
some person to take an inventory of the cattle as
delivered by John Baptiste who has them in charge
and Mr. Manuel Gonzales will pay into your hands
the amount at the following cash prices aged steers
13$ 3 year old 101/2 Barren cows 9 dollars, there
are 2 year olds and yearlings, with milch cows sent
off that the prices are not agreed on, which I have
no doubt will be acceptable at proportionate prices,
which I shall leave to your own disposal, I was
promised $1000, dollars in cash the remainder in
goods at cash price, or cash at a reasonable credit
-in order to pay my debts here to the indians I
will want the undermentioned articles, which I beg
you will send me if convenient on taking payment
out of the Credit I shall have coming to me after
paying the above sum, the cash I wish to hold over
in your hands subject to my orderA report is now current among the indians, which
corresponds with account from Pensacola received by Mr. Woodbine that a very considerable
consignment of equipments was put into your pos-
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session last winter to be delivered to the Indians
as a present from his Britanic majesty, which cargoe was held back by you in order to distress the
indians-this account has been confirmed by McGill who recently arrived with a party of indians
as this man’s conduct is so notorious I cannot put
any confidence in these aspertions and I hope when.
the business is communicated to you by Mr. Woodbine you will convince him of its unfounded origin;
if you do not I am afraid we will severely suffer
the consequence here : the indians report you have
plenty of goods and that you will not relieve them:
strouds, a little powder and ball, hoes axes beads
paint &ca are much wanted and would have a good
effect on reconciling them to our interests the goods
we have in store are not wanted, as they are now
become unable to pay for superfluity.
Our situation here is now rendered peculiarly unpleasant on account of our endeavours in supporting the House and as affairs are now come to such
a crisis that neutrality cannot longer be supported,
I will again repeat my request of sending some person to take charge of the place, as Mr. Hambly is
equally obliged to desist from acting longer in your
affairs as soon as I am permitted I shall proceed
to Pensacola in order to settle my account with the
House, which I shall take on with me - we are now
out of corn, rice, peas &ca and if a supply does not
come forward to meet the wants of this place for
a month or two it will suffer - we have not more than
half a load of skins for the schooner Henry, we
have received about $200 from the vessel - you will
be pleased to write us a few lines on receipt hereof
for our government, in the most critical of crises-
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I have no doubt but you will excuse the liberty I
take relating to our cattle, and that you will be
pleased to act therein is you shall deem proper.
In hopes of hearing from you soon
I remain Dr sr
Your very obt servt
Edmd Doyle
3 pieces strouds
3 pieces 21/2 point blankets
6 pieces romals
6 pieces madras handkerchiefs
6 pieces furniture callico
12 pieces binding
3 ? thread
4 1/2 pipes Taffia
*
*
*
*
Prospect Bluff Appala 22d July 1814
John Innerarity Esqr
Dear sir
This will be handed you by Captain Woodbine
of the Royal Marines, British agent at this place,
his principal business to Pensacola is to ascertain
a report here in circulation of a quantity of arms
ammunition &c&c being consigned to you from the
British Government for the use of the Creeks, which
shipment had been privately stowed by you and kept
a secret from the indians - it is impossible for me
to state what a murmur this has caused among our
already discontented indians - it was by the greatest persuation Captn Woodbine could content them
untill such time as the affair was developed, and I
cannot for a moment give it credit, but if it should
happen otherwise it will turn out very disastrous
to your affairs in this quarter, beside be the means
of extinguishing forever the last spark of our dying
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influence. Captain Woodbine can inform you of
our very unpleasant situation in this quarter, and
the danger we lately encountered of being massacred-every report to the British officers making
us out an American party, I hope therefore you will
be able to do away any impression these tales may
have made, but I must own that I never could perceive that they made any on the gentlemen whom
we are acquainted with; particularly Mr. Woodbine,
to whom I beg leave to introduce to your usual politeness and hospitality.
I sent on a lott of cattle sometime ago consisting
of 204 head which I hope are safe arrived, I beg
you will be so good as to have the ages ascertained
and the amount paid into your hands at the following prices which I agreed for with Mr. Manuel Gonzalez-aged cattle thirteen dollars 3 year old ten and
a half Barren cows, nine dollars same milch cows,
2 year old and yearlings are sent on what I hope
will be paid for at proportionate rates-Durant will
tender a note of mine which I wish may be paid.
I owe Mr. La Rua one hundred and ninety nine
dollars-and Mr. Fernandez, master of the Shark,
twenty dollars for a small cask of Taffia, which he
left here to sell on his a/c, these sums Mr. Gonzalez
will please to pay: the balance you will please to
receive of him-he promised me one thousand dollars cash and the balance in goods-you will please
to forward me when paid for the cattle, the goods
mentioned underneath: If Captain Woodbine should
want whatever balance I may have coming after
these demands are paid for please let him have it,
or any part he may require.
I have determined long since to change my situation in this quarter, I hope, as I before observed
you will please send out some person to take charge
of this place.
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Captn Woodbine will be polite enough to give a
passage if one of your own vessels are not coming
out-we are absolutely here nearly in a state of
starvation, we have nothing but meat & coffee-the
indians want strouds powder & ball for hunting,
axes, hoes, paint ? beads, a few pair of 21/2 pt
blankets-something should be done in regard to
mending their trade if you wish to continue the store
- I have long expected to hear from you by indian
John who is not yet returned
I remain Dr sir
Your very obt servt
Edmd Doyle
2 pieces strouds
3 pairs 21/2 pt blankets
6 pcs romals
4 pcs furniture calico
6 pcs madras handchfs
12 pieces biing
3 lb thread
2 1/2 pipes Taffia
Captain Woodbine will bring me these articles by
having them put on board his vessel to his address
-which I request you will please to do-Please to
send me by Captn Woodbine a hat I left behind last
trip, if it is not forthcoming please send on another
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